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Party Time in Brussels
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party laws are hugely important,

:‘andanyﬂawsorchangesmﬂmnm._

- fiercely debated. It's surprising, then, that

the new Ewropean Party Regulaﬁon-—,

whichﬂnmtenstohnannselsinﬁoawr—
tel: of government-fimded parties-—entered
. inm tome wilh nary aprotestordebaﬁe

mtheregulaﬂm.thepres-.
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* ident of thé Socidl Democratic group in the

marksmmﬁvemmmnmarksmjustsix'

‘years. If took a court order to keep e pot

from ballooning to 90 million marks in 1966. _
Iawsmwadasahdmtheeuokie]arm,

and many other EU member na:

ﬁons.butnotfortheEmvpeanpmiamem_.

* . The payments don’t even go-directly to

realparﬁec Instead,ﬂmy’rechanneledm :

- mentsfor 3 political party ir Europe. These
staridards -aim- fo ensure a certain close-
. Tess between the party and the elector; but
theammeesndtherhavecihzemasmmn-

. bezsnm-ﬂeldmndidmsineleemns.

.oxtisnotrea]lyclearwhythese'
i N “money-collecting centers” need-
EU subsidies. it is even léss under- -

smndab]ewhynanmmlparﬂes are not
adequately funding their alliances;
many and other EU member nations al-
ready provide subsidies for their parties
mtheirnaﬁmalbudgeis.lnsoﬁrasmlb-
gchmmmemmmgammm

Parties at the Buropean level must draw

M%Mtheirﬂmdsfmmpﬂvntesmn'ees,but :
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! ’cattel,ﬂleyhavesetthehmdlesfm-aowss

" to the EU funds'so high that cthers hardly
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these“pnvate”gifscanmclwie donanom
from " other -political parties and- “party
taxs” paid by delegates, even if these are

" already financed out of public fimds. Thus,
" party alliarices can be financed up to 100%

ﬂompubhcﬁmds,tm-nmgthemevenmore

_mtoaxﬁﬂcla]consmmts.ﬂowaremeyto
- “express the political will of the citizens,?
-assupulatedmArtmlemlofﬂleEmopean
: Oomm:mity'l'reatyasanecessm'yftmcmn
of Euiropean parties? For this reason alone,

standachanbe.Formmple,apanycan
reeewemneyﬂomtheEUbudgetmlyif

. it has ‘delegates in the parliaments. (na-

tional, regional or European) of at least
sevelt EU member states. The party also
‘must.obtain at least 3% of the votes in Euro-

.pea.nelecﬁmsmsevenmemberstams For

a genuine European-wide party—composed

-notofentrenchedmtlomlparﬁas but ac- -
* tual citizehs, and focused not on regional or

national politics but oy on European af-

'fairs—ﬂﬂsmimposm‘blemachieve

fl‘hedeclaredobjechveforsetﬁngthe
threshold at Seven countries. was to pre-
vent alliances .of radical parties from two
or three member states from getting ac-

. cess to the Brussels funds. ‘This justifica-
tion, however, is not Jegally tenable. Par-
" ties that do not confofm to.democratic and -

constitutional

principles do not receive’
Thoney anyway; this is stated explicitly in
the regulation. In truth, this criterion was
designed‘toeﬂnﬂnatepossiblerivalsofthe.

established parties from the outset.
* A sfor transparency, the Party Reg-

ulation gain falls to deliver. The

gifts- over €500; This may sound reason-
able, but only in theory; there are no legal
sanctions if donations are not declared. Ille-
giﬂmatedonaﬂonsdunothnvetoberelm—

. quished, nor are there fines. Splitting up’

iarge donations into smaller amounts to
hide then from the public, according to the )
wording of the regulation, perfectly: legal.
CiﬁzensmEUinember;;a:es who;ixﬁ
amine the Party Regulation
ﬁnditdeep]l?ni:pmcmﬂmtmthmmofthen'
traditional standards. for the financing of .
political parties. Fortunately, the European

Acmn'tofLawwaJsolmhkelytoappmveof'
- the regulation, which already is the sub--

ject of & lawsuit. The principles of democ--

racy, equality of opportunity and closeness
to the citizens must.be upheld in new Euro-

. - pean framewrks as thiey were in old ones:.

Mr. wnAnmnteadzesmzwmzdwnsﬁ "L
tutional law ot the German Um of

gether with Murtin Schnirig, Justpubzzs’hed :

publzshers Mﬂnster; soo#)




